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Molokai Deals with First COVID-19
Grocery store where           patient worked sanitized
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F
riendly Market Center, where Molokai’s first confirmed 

COVID-19 individual works, closed Friday to be sanitized 

and cleaned as residents coped with the reality that the 

potentially fatal virus had reached their isolated and close-

knit community.

 “I basically said a short prayer,” said Kimberly Mikami Svetin, 

president of Molokai Drugs, when finding out about the first case on 

her island Thursday. “I’m totally scared,” said Maricel Kanemitsu 

of Take’s Variety Store — True Value Hardware, also in Kaunakakai. 

“Everyone shops there, both grocery stores,” she said of Friendly 

Market Center and Misaki’s grocery store.

 Kanemitsu said she and her husband decided to keep their 

store open because they support state and county jobs and provide 

cleaning and household products. “Basically the community, you 

know, got a reality check, they realize the situation is serious,” said 

state Rep. Lynn DeCoite, who is also an island resident.

 This shows how everyone should have listened and 

followed the directive to stay at home and social distance, she said. 

Now residents, including her son who is a millennial, are starting to 

heed the government’s advice and orders.

 On Thursday, news broke of Molokai’s first coronavirus 

patient, who had recently returned from Las Vegas. The person 

returned to Molokai on March 17 and has since been transferred to 

Oahu for treatment at Queen’s Medical Center.

 She hoped the grocery stores would not try to reopen 

quickly but devise a plan to reduce visits, such as through filling 

orders by phone. Otherwise, they may be back to square one again.

 Meanwhile, businesses around Molokai shut down Friday to 

sanitize and clean. Oahu-based H20 Process Systems was on island 

to sanitize Friendly Market Center first and then other business 

through an effort organized by local leaders. Misaki’s also closed for 

cleaning by the Oahu company on Friday. It will reopen today.

 Lori-Lei Rawlins-Crivello, whose family operates the Rawlins 

Service gas station in town, said they, too, had the Oahu company 

clean the business. Rawlins Service closed from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. for 

sanitizing and planned to reopen from 3 to 7 p.m. Friday.

Melissa Tanji can be reached at mtanji@mauinews.com | Colleen Uechi can be reached at cuechi@mauinews.com



H20 PROCESS SYSTEMS, LLC
1950 Young Street Honolulu, HI 96826 

1-808-376-0865 | www.h2process.com | info@h2process.com

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur elit tae 
blandit a est. Interdum et malesuada fames ac 
ante ipsum primis in faucibus.
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Germstar® specializes in the highest quality hand sanitizing products on the market. 

Our premium liquid hand sanitizer kills 99.99% of germs without the sticky residue of 

a gel or a foam, leaving hands moisturized and soft. Our all-natural 

proprietary solutions consist of only five or less 

ingredients, free of harsh 

chemicals, never 

tested on animals.


